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Rent Books Next Semester for Half Price Residents of Montclair Still
Concerned with Sewage
Lines for New Dorms

Nicole Simonetti
News Editor

Nicole Simonetti | The Montclarion

Starting Fall semester of
2010, students will be able
to rent books as opposed to
purchasing them through a
program called Rent-A-Text.
Montclair State University
has become money conscious
for the sake of its students.
The ability to rent books
will save students half of
their money, because the
books will be rented out at
approximately 50 percent of
the retail value.
Follett, the company that
provides MSU with books
and is in charge of Rent-AText, conducted a trial run
with seven other institutions
and deemed it successful.
As soon as MSU was aware
of the success, they jumped
on the bandwagon, according
to Richard Ammerman of the
University Bookstore.
Thomas A. Christopher,
president of Follett Higher
Education Group, stated in
a press release: “Helping to
reduce the costs of higher
education is part of our mission, and we look forward
to working with Montclair

The University Bookstore is strongly advertising Rent-A-Text
program.

Rentals Continued on Page 3

Diana Elwood
Staff Writer

Concerns about an update
to the town of Montclair's
sewage lines, which are to
be funded by Montclair State
University, were discussed
at a three hour town meeting
with about 60 people on April
26 in the Bellevue Library.
The Township Council
unanimously voted on March
31 to let the university connect the 2,000 bed campus
dormitory to the municipality's sewage and water lines.
The university will invest
$2.6 million for improvements to a portion of Montclair's sanitary sewer system.
The main concern of Montclair residents is the impact
this new dormitory will have
on the town's system. It will
add about 2,000 people to the
population.
One attendant expressed
worry about the behavior of
college-aged students that
is already affecting the town

and its aftermath. “It is an
organization which I, personally, have never trusted,”
said one older citizen.
Another chief complaint
was not having a say in the
matter of residents though
they will be directly affected.
About 15 citizens spoke of
the lack of communication
and information received
about the plan to upgrade

“We don't have enough
beds for students who
want to come to
Montclair State."
Paula Maliandi
University Spokeswoman

the sewage lines.
Gary Obszarny, director
of Montclair Sewer Utility, agreed with the citiSewage Continued on Page 6

Blanton Workers Being
'Over Worked'

Nicole Simonetti | The Montclarion

Senate, an Underground
Fraternity, Tries to Make
a Comeback
Photo illustration by Mark Banas

Kristie Cattafi
Editor in Chief

In 2002, SENATE, Montclair State University’s first
fraternity was banned from
campus. Eight years later,
the fraternity still exists “underground.” Last week, three
current members sat down
to talk to The Montclarion
about their history and efforts to return to campus life.
Due to the sensitive nature

INSIDE

of the subject, the members
asked to remain anonymous
for the article. They will be
addressed as Senators One,
Two and Three.
There are now 15 current
members of the underground
fraternity who are looking
to be accepted back to Montclair State University and be
recharted as an organization
by the Student Government
Association.
Senate or Phi Alpha Psi

was banned from campus in
2002 by MSU’s Vice President for Student Development and Campus Life, Karen
Pennington, after a student
was injured during Senate’s
homecoming routine. While
they were performing, a fraternity member dressed in an
ape suit, their mascot, began
to smash a computer with a
baseball bat. A shard of glass
from the computer landed in
Senate Continued on Page 7

A Blanton maintenance worker cleans up after students eat
dinner.
Kelly Jones
Staff Writer

“Last year when I lived
in Clove Road, we had mold
problems and a pipe burst.
It took months to get fixed,”
Sarah Grodsky, a former
Clove Road resident said.
Most residents on campus
have a story like this. They
sent in a work order and
waited months to get any response to fixing the problem.
“Some of the problems are
dangerous and require attention, but they still make
us wait,” Grodsky said.
Dr. Susan A. Cole, university president, said in an email: “Since the first day of
the University’s existence,
we have always needed more
than we have, but the miracle is that we have managed

opinion

feature
Employees Give Green Light to Apply for
Jobs

pg. 8

Knowledge for Rent

to do extraordinary things
with what we have.
That has been possible because the majority of people
who work in every capacity
on this campus are committed to doing their best in
support of our mission, and
it has been possible because
the students have been prepared to work hard to make
the most of the opportunity
they have here."
Regardless, students aren’t
happy with the situation that
has been going on the past
few years. Allison Andresini,
a Village resident, said, “It’s
ridiculous that we have to
wait this long for things to
get fixed.”
“We pay good money to go
here, and we want to live in
nice places,” Andresini said.
According to Cole, “It is
Blanton Continued on Page 7

sports
Men's Lacrosse goes to Skyline Championship
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reported being threatened by a known suspect while in Blanton
7 On April 21: AHall.student
The victim refused to file criminal charges.

8 On April 21: AHall.student reported an act of criminal mischief to his residence in Bohn
Anyone who has information regarding these incidents is urged to call the police station from any campus phone at T-I-P-S (8477).
All calls are strictly confidential.

SGA Notes
-The new Attorney General
for the academic 2010-2011
year is Chris Preciado.
-Articles III and VIII were
changed.

The
Montclarion
The Montclarion is a freely
distributed newspaper providing one copy per person.
Additional copies are $0.25.

Corrections
The Montclarion is a freely
corrects its factual errors. If
you think that we've made a
mistake in a story, please call
Editor-in-Chief Kristie at ext.
5230.
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Rentals
Continued From Page 1

State University to deliver substantial textbook savings to students.”
According to a press release,
through the pilot program, Follett
learned that Rent-A-Text saved students nearly $2 million. When the
students of the pilot programs were
surveyed, 90 percent of them were
more than satisfied with the program.
Ammerman stated in a press release, “We are eager to launch RentA-Text, because we are committed to
providing students with affordable
textbook choices.”

“We are eager to launch
Rent-A-Text, because we
are committed to providing
students with affordable textbook choices."
Paula Maliandi
University Spokeswoman

Students will be able to rent the
book for a semester, and it must be
returned on time.
If the book is not returned, students will be charged retail price for
the book plus an additional fee which
is 7.5 percent.
“If professors have two books to
choose from, they have the ability
to check and see if the book can be
rented. Professors that feel for their
students and understand that books
are expensive may choose the rentable book,” said Ammerman.
There is a national list of books that
can and cannot be rented. Books have
to fulfill specific criteria to make it
onto the national lists. This includes
the amount of customers using the
book, what type of book it is and the
book’s expected life span.
Some reasons that texts may not
be part of the rental list is because
the book may come in a package with

Nicole Simonetti | The Montclarion

The University Bookstore displays many signs for the new program, Rent-A-Text, that will be launched in the Fall 2010 semester.
other items that are not available
separately, the materials may not
be durable enough to use more than
once or if the editions have come to
an end.
“I think it’s a great program.
There’s a lot of buzz about it,” said
Ammerman.
Another perk from Rent-A-Text
is that it allows students to get a
feel for the book and learn from it
throughout the semester. If they feel
it will be helpful in the future, they
can purchase it.
Also, students will able to highlight
and take notes on the pages as well.
The process will be virtually the same
as buying books.
Students can order what books
they need ahead of time online and

Save Time,
Order Online!

“Professors that feel for their
students and understand that
books are expensive, they
may choose the rentable
book."
Paula Maliandi
University Spokeswoman

go into the bookstore to pick them up.
They can also get the book in person
at the bookstore.
In order to rent books, students

A N T I B I OT I C F R E E
HORMONE FR EE
T R A N S FAT S F R E E
ADDITIVES FR EE
MEAT GROUND FRESH
DAILY ON PREMISES
PATTIES MADE BY HAND

OUR BEEF IS GRASS-FED, FREERANGE, AND 100% ORGANIC.

elevationburger.com

You can also choose from vegetarian and
vegan burgers. Add fresh-cut fries cooked in
heart-healthy olive oil and a fresh scooped
milk shake.
order online @ elevation burger.com

367 Bloomﬁeld Ave• Montclair • 973 783-8000

Proudly
Serving

Olde Fashioned Soda Pop

www.wildbillssoda.com

must be 18 years of age and have a
credit card. The credit card is needed
on file in the event that the book is
not returned or is returned late.
Currently, in celebration of RentA-Text, Follett will be running a contest to win $10,000. The money can
be used towards room and board.
They are also running a raffle
for $100 gift certificates for campus
bookstores.
Students can register to rent books
either on the internet or in person at
the university bookstore. Ammerman
advises to register online, because it
will be faster than in-store registration
Ammerman believes that lines at
the store will be slow, but it should
not create a problem.

FREE
FRIES
OR

FREE

FOUNTAIN
DRINK
w/purchase
of any burger!

Limit one per customer. Must present this ﬂyer
at time of purchase. Offer good at Elevation
Burger, 363 Bloomﬁeld Ave., Montclair, NJ
07042 only. Offer expires 7/31/10.

4

news

The Montclarion • April 29, 2010

MSU Puppy Raisers Gain Charterment with
Hopes to Help the Visually Impaired
Ratanjot Rekhi
Staff Writer

The Student Government Association chartered MSU Puppy Raisers
as a Class IV organization.
With the support of MSU's administration and a national organization
called The Seeing Eye, MSU Puppy
Raisers intend on educating the campus.
They want to teach the community
about service dogs, and ultimately,
raise puppies on campus in order to
aid those who are visually impaired.
This program has been launched
successfully at Rutgers University,
Rowan University and The University of Delaware.
After discovering the organization at Rutgers University's Special
Friends Day, president of the MSU
organization, Lauren Piper, immediately became interested.
She explained, “The whole purpose
of this program is helping the visually impaired.”
If all goes as planned, eventually
MSU Puppy Raisers will raise puppies, starting at ages seven to eightweeks-old, on campus with specific
guidelines and training steps.
The puppies will stay within the
organization for 12 to 14 months, or
what Piper described as “that puppy
stage until they mellow out and you
give them back to the company.”
The puppies must, then, go through
a physical and psychological exam
through The Seeing Eye.
The organization plans on taking
steps in regards to where the puppies would be trained after working
closely with the university administration and through affiliation with
The Seeing Eye due to existing rules
and regulations.
Knowing that their organization requires extensive planning in regards
to who will look after the puppies for
periods of time has not deterred the
MSU Puppy Raisers at all.
The Seeing Eye has local chapters

within counties, which Piper foresees
would be more than willing to lend a
hand if necessary.
“We also made a bunch of friends
from Rutgers who are more than willing to help us, so it's not like we're
starting off from nowhere,” said Piper.
Since the organization has recently
received recognition, Vice President
Raymond McKenna has some ideas
planned for helping the organization educate the campus before even
bringing puppies onto the campus.
He said, “We wanted to do a puppy
movie night with any movie that is
associated with puppies.”
Looking further into the semester,
McKenna said, “We want to have a
somewhat big event like a puppy

“The whole purpose of this
program is helping the visually
impaired."
Lauren Piper
President of MSU Puppy Raisers

field day where we can have puppies
playing games and such. We can have
stands from The Seeing Eye with brochures to educate."
"[Doing so] would get more people
drawn in to the program so we could
show the university how many people
we have interested,” McKenna said.
Ideally, MSU Puppy Raisers would
like to start off with between three to
five puppies to train.
“If this does happen and does, by
some means, pass through the university, I feel like smaller is better for
this one. Just so the club gets used to
having them around — including professors, the campus and the shuttle
bus drivers. You need to introduce
this slowly,” said Piper.
A close friend from Rutgers helped
MSU Puppy Raisers with charterment and also brought O'Brien, a

Courtesy of the MSU Puppy Raisers

The E-Board of MSU Puppy Raisers (from left to right): Gio DePaula, Maria Sdonas,
Ray McKenna, Meg Carrier and Lauren Piper.
puppy they raised, to the campus.
O'Brien patiently waited outside
with a puppy sitter while the meeting
took place and was able to ride a campus shuttle as well, Piper explained.
An organization like this has not
been introduced to MSU until now,
and the MSU Puppy Raisers feel that
the campus will receive much recognition for launching the organization.
McKenna said, “I'm a big advocate
of animal rights, and I feel like by doing this program, it would promote
more awareness from our campus,
because there's not really a lot of programs associated with animals.”
After launching their Facebook
page and Twitter on Wednesday,
Puppy Raisers has 298 fans and 25
followers.
They already have an executive

board of five members and 42 interested members who signed the charter packet.
Acknowledging that people oftentimes sign things and don't follow
through, Piper said, “I know a lot of
the people who signed for us. I had
people coming up to me at work like,
'I heard about the puppy club, how do
I help?'”
It looks like the campus community has already taken to these puppy
lovers.
Look out for Golden Retrievers,
Retriever/Lab Mixes, Labs, German
Shepards and hypo-allergenic Boxers!
Smiling enthusiastically McKenna
said, “This is new and fresh. The big
thing is that it's not directed to just
one group of people, and it’s for anybody.”

Rebekah Verdieck | The Montclarion

German shephards, like O'Brien from Rutgers, will be one of the breeds trained.

Nicole Simonetti | The Montclarion

A few of the starting members, Heather Mejia, Katelynn Benson and Haliegh Adams.

Lauren Piper | The Montclarion

Homer and Piper will help the visually impaired function in their everyday lives.

April 22, 2010 • The Montclarion
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Sewage
Continued From Page 1

zens, “[The university] understands
that they have not always been good
neighbors.”
There was no spokesperson for
Montclair State University to speak
on behalf of the school.
The citizens brought up a list of
potential economic and practical burdens that would be placed on the town
and its citizens near Alexander Ave.
and Yantacaw Brook Road, where
the main line will run through.
They want replacement of mature
trees, lawns, landscaping, homeowner lateral sewer lines; cleaning up of
construction dust and debris; repair
for homeowner boilers due to sediment buildup; costs incurred due to
disruption of essential services and
repair and installation of storm sewer ceramic pipes.
Obszarny assured the citizens
that all of the costs and responsibility will be shared by Montclair State
University, saying that they should
schedule an appointment with the
Department of Public Works to ensure the clean up of the school's debris, which should remain on their
own property.
He also mentioned a flush in areas
that may have buildup during construction. A permit has been applied
for to protect the greenery through
the Department of Environmental
Protection.
One of the citizens mentioned an-

“The university understands that
they have not been good
neighbors."
Gary Obszarny
Director of Montclair Sewer Utility

ticipated problems with traffic flow
being delayed for commuters and
their school-aged children, stating
that a detour to Route 3 from Grove
Street would “disrupt everyone's
lives.”
One Sustainability
woman's concern
was pest
RP6936
Ad-Montclarion:Layout

Diana Elwood | The Montclarion

Many people attended the meeting to get answers about issues concerning MSU sharing sewages lines with the town.
control from a previous experience
with sewer construction, “The rats
and mice came out and ate the bottom of my car.”
Obszarny explained that this usually occurs when a storm sewer is
being worked out and that these
are main lines. He also said, “During the initial set up, there might be
smells.”
Obszarny said that all of the streets
and curbs will be repaved as a result of this, and that the town should
see it as a positive change. The 100
year old sewage lines will be replaced
with wider lines that will be used by
the town of Montclair also.
Construction will not inconvenience the usage of water in private homes for more than a day-long
break. Obszarny said these new lines
will last a century more, and they're
really a benefit to the town without
the direct funding.
In light of these events, Mayor
1
4/9/10
1:04mentioned
PM Page 1 the creation
Jerry
Fried

Ramapo College announces
the first program of its kind in New Jersey

of the “Tri-Town Ward.”
It's made up of the mayors and two
council members of each town from
Little Falls, Clifton and Montclair
which are directly affected by the
university.
Fried said that they are currently
drafting a mission statement which
would bring coordination between
the towns and the university.
“We feel like the amount of people
they have right now is fine [...] more
people would be an issue that really
goes beyond [this issue],” said Fried.
“This project may not even happen.”
Most of the school’s students commute, and the university has always
looked to build more dorm space on
campus. Two hundred students live
off-campus in La Quinta hotel on
Route 3.
The new dorms are planned to be
built in Lot 24 A, a parking lot below
the Recreation Center and Lot 22, a
parking lot north of it.
“We don’t have enough beds for stu-

Jillian Knight | The Montclarion

Chris Goscinski, the SGA's president
elect, has a lot of plans for his upcoming
year.
Jillian Knight
Assistant News Editor

“New Jersey’s Public Liberal Arts College”

Paula Maliandi
University Spokeswoman

housing.”
The town will hold another meeting with the council members and
the university officials at a time to
be determined.

SGA President for the 2010-2011
Academic Year

Sustainability Studies

Please visit www.ramapo.edu/graduate
for more information on this program
beginning fall 2010.

“We'll be able to reach out to students
who might not consider coming here,
because they live too far away."

The Montclarion Introduces Chris Goscinski:

Master of Arts in

Ramapo College is the New Home for
New Jersey Higher Education Partnership
for Sustainability

dents who want to come to Montclair
State and have a full college experience,” said university spokeswoman
Paula Maliandi in a recent interview
with The Montclarion. “We’ll be able
to reach out to students who might
not consider coming here, because
they live too far away. Now, it’s less
likely they’ll get turned down for

Elected as SGA President for the
2010-2011 academic year, Chris Goscinski is ready to start off the new
year the right way.
Goscinkski decided to run for the
position of president to increase the
outreach and influence of the SGA
to students that do not normally encounter it on a daily basis.
Further more, Goscinski aims to
balance both financial responsibility and student involvement to have
an effective student leadership that
achieves every goal set for the academic year of 2010-11.
When asked why he was the best
choice, he responded, “I won't take
credit for being the best choice, but
I will take the student’s faith in me
and fulfill their expectations.”
Over the last few years, there have
been financial discrepancies between

organizations. When it comes to
funding for organizations, Goscinski
said:
“Keeping in mind that everyone is
always going to want more, my goal
isn’t to please everyone financially.
Instead, it is to provide the more effective guidance on how the money
should be spent."
"My goal [...] is to provide funding
to those who do not normally see it
and increase effectiveness (and outreach) of organizations.”
Aside from this, he also wants to
make sure prior mistakes are not repeated.
He does not want organizations to
forget that there are students who
are only on campus for class and noting else.
It is important that the SGA and
these organizations reach out to
these students, not just the ones they
see on a daily basis.
There has also been an ongoing
proposal from Greek organizations to
increase funding.
Keeping in mine that Goscinski is
also involved in Greek life as a brother in Theta Xi, he will keep that conflict of interest separate.
He also believes that the Greek
Council should determine what is
best for the Greeks.
His main goals include an increase
in SGA surplus, while at the same
time increasing funding by having
organizations focus more on fundraising than “fund spending."
He also wants to ensure that organizations are well equipped to run efficiently and constitutionally.
Some events he would like to incorporate for next year include a “Movein” day concert and Jazz/Comedy in
Café Diem as well as a continuation
of Montclairfest, Spring Bash and
Winter Ball.

April 29, 2010 • The Montclarion

Senate
erybody,” Senator Three said.
“We spend a lot of time feeling
them out and seeing if they are the
right type of person before we make
our decisions. Once we become close
enough friends, we explain our situation and see how they feel. Very few
people say no.”
Senates’ history was once something the university and members
could be proud of.
Over 70 years ago, several members used to be involved with the
Student Government, which is were
they got their name. Also, Senate alumni have campus buildings
named in their honor.
“I always think, Senate has been
the best at what’s its done,” Senator One said regarding the change
of the fraternity throughout its history. “During the 40's and 50's, we
were like a gentlemen’s club and at
times bigger than the Student Government.”
“As Greek life and the culture began to change in the 70's, the focus
on Greeks was to party the hardest and who can throw the wildest
events and that’s what they excelled
at and why they got thrown off,” Senator Two continued to say.
Senate is now trying to put the
past behind them.“ Our developing
vision is to bring back a number of
traditions from Senates history,”
Senator Two said.
Senate is currently working on
opening up a line of communication
with the administration and the faculty and staff at MSU.
They are also hoping to find a faculty member to be their advisor to
help give them guidance and start
the process of opening up the discussion of how to bring Senate back.
“We want to open up the discussion and find out if there still is even
a place for us here,” Senator Two
said.
Dr. Pennington said she would be
willing to look at what the fraternity has to offer when they decide to
approach the administration about
coming back.

Continued From Page 1

also the case that some of our facilities are old and difficult to maintain,
and it is also, sadly the case that
many of our facilities are abused unnecessarily by their users or, in some
cases, visitors to campus.”
Even students who don’t live on
campus feel the effects of neglected
maintenance. The classrooms and facilities are not maintained as well as
they should be.
“I can’t believe that they would wait
until next year to fix certain things.
This is a learning atmosphere, and
we need certain things to be able to
learn,” Bret Lada, a junior, said.
While many of the students are
dissatisfied with the maintenance
on campus, employees are upset as
well.
Edwin Camacho, a maintenance
worker, said, “We need more employees. We have to back track and try to
do more work than is expected some-

times.”
Camacho also said, “Sometimes
[jobs] just don’t get done, and it
doesn’t just affect us, it affects the
students too.”
Montclair State’s campus is not
the only thing that is expanding.
Cole said that the facilities staff is as
well.
“For example, when we opened University Hall, we hired 17 additional
facilities staff to provide housekeeping and maintenance for the building.”
Cole also said, “But in the end, we
never have as much of anything as
we would wish to have.”
Cole is also planning on hiring
nine new staff members when Sinatra Hall opens next September.
A new dorm building will be built
in the upcoming years, and they have
arranged for an outside company,
Capstone, to maintain it.

Nicole Simonetti | The Montclarion

An MSU employee serves food to the students in Blanton's dining hall for dinner.

MSU
STUDENTS:

FEB. 7 - JULY 25, 2010
Rose Piper, Slow Down Freight Train (detail), 1946-47, oil on canvas, Ackland Art Museum,
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, Copyright © Rose Piper, 1946.
A Force for Change: African American Art and the Julius Rosenwald Fund is presented at the Montclair Art Museum with major support
from JPMorgan Chase & Co.

Show this ad and receive half-price
admission to the Museum.
Valid through July 25, 2010.
Must show student I.D.
Not to be combined with any other offer.
One person per ad.

T

he first exhibition to
explore the artistic legacy
of the Julius Rosenwald Fund,
which awarded stipends
to hundreds of African
American artists, writers, and
scholars from the late 1920s
through the 1940s.
The show presents the
artistic products of that
support, featuring over
60 paintings, sculptures,
and works on paper
by Rosenwald Fellows.
Organized by the
Spertus Museum.

R

elated exhibitions:
Exploring Identities:
African American Works from
the Collection and Martin
Puryear Prints: Selections
from the JPMorgan Chase
Art Collection.

The exhibition was made possible by a generous grant from the Terra Foundation for American Art.
Major project support was also provided by the National Endowment for the Arts, the Righteous Persons Foundation, and The Judith
Rothschild Foundation.

Additional support provided by Vance Wall Foundation.
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the audience cutting a student’s foot.
“We think people know we are
here,” Senator One said. “I don’t
think it will be a big shock to everyone.”
The fraternity is trying to clear
their name as the organization that
was once portrayed in news organizations as the “Animal House” of MSU.
“There’s a lot of misinformation
going on just trying to get rid of the
stigmas that go along with the name
of Senate,” Senator One said.
This past year, each member participated in 100 hours of community,
service, have donated toys to a boys
orphanage in Totowa and have participated in dozens of other charity
events.
Senator Two explained how they
also had two professors speak to the
fraternity.
“One professor came to talk about
the healthcare reform and how it is
going to affect us,” he said. “It was a
four-hour discussion that was held in
a secret location.”
There was also another occasion
where a professor talked about history and ancient civilization.
“Most professors are unaware of
the situation, they don’t know about
Senate,” Senator Two said. “They
usually ask why are you doing this as
a student, and we tell them its just
for simple conversation.”
Although they aren’t a charted
Greek organization, they still are recruiting new members and striving to
gain members that are active in campus life and other organizations.
“Our goal is to find members who
are involved, who look like they will
become successful one day in school
and in life,” Senator Two said.
Their process for recruiting becomes complicated, since it’s difficult
to explain their situation to someone
they first meet, Senator Three explained.
“If we meet someone on campus
that we think has their head on
straight and is involved in campus,
we’ll start to hang out with them a
lot and invite them over to meet ev-

news

G

roup tours may be booked by calling
(973) 746-5555, ext 267 or by e-mailing
tours@montclairartmuseum.org

3 South Mountain Ave. Montclair, NJ 07042 (973) 746-5555 montclairartmuseum.org

